
www.dublinarts.org

Don Staufenberg: Ceramic Infusion Deep Dive
Dublin Arts Council

Nov 10, 2020 –
Jan 28, 2021

Tree of Life, Future Tense by Mary Jo Bole



What are some things you notice right away about these pieces? 
Consider all the colors, textures, layers, shapes and forms you see

Field of Corn (with Osage Orange Trees) by Malcolm Cochran



The artist is inspired by the concept of infusion, or “the act of adding one thing to 
another to make stronger or better”

Field of Corn (with Osage Orange Trees) by Malcolm Cochran

How many infusions can you see in 
these pieces?



Staufenberg studied innovative design under American craftsmen, 
Herman Miller and Charles & Ray Eames, known for their iconic chairs and home furnishings.  

Eames Lounge Chair and OttomanEames Lounge Chair Wood 

How would you describe the design of these chairs?
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The artist’s 
experience as a 
designer taught 
him to take
creative risks 
with ceramics 
by infusing 
them with 
other 
materials. 

How many different materials can you identify in these pieces? 
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Infusing clay, wood, and metal, the artist plays with light and 
shadow, color, form and negative space. 

How many geometric shapes can you find in this piece? 

Dublin City Council 
March 16, 2020

Field of Corn (with Osage Orange Trees) by Malcolm Cochran

Where do you see symmetry?  
Where do you see asymmetry?
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Staufenberg describes this exhibition as a melding of 
past experiences, current surroundings, and the 

influence of all the people he has worked with 
creatively.
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Do these 
artworks remind 
you of anything? 

Perhaps shapes 
in nature? 
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Staufenberg likes to explore the relation between positive space (the object) and negative 
space (the space around the object).

The Simulation of George M. Karrer’s Workshop by Brower Hatcher

What are the positive and negative spaces in this artwork? 
If a light source were placed above it, what type of shadows might this object create? 

Off to the side?



Create your own infusion sculpture!
• Gather materials found at home, in your yard, or on a 

nature walk. 

• Seek a variety of colors, textures, shapes and sizes 
and play with layering, creating contrast, balance or 
symmetry, and experimenting with shadows, light, 
and form 

• Use your imagination and take risks as you create 
your sculpture!

• Observe your sculpture from different angles. How do 
the different materials and layers enhance or 
highlight one another?

Post a photo of your creative infusion using the hashtag #dublinartsathome
or email your photo to morgan@dublinarts.org


